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October 19, 2016

Jeff' S. Jordan

Office of the General Counsel
Federal Election Commission
999 E Street, N.W., 6" Floor
Washington, DC 20436

Re: MUR 7117, Joe Garcia for Congress
Dear Mr, Jordan:

This letter is submitted in response to the complaint filed in MUR 7117. The complaint is
based on the fact that the July Quarterly report of Joe Garcia for Congress, the principal
campaign committee of candidate Joe Garcia, was filed on July 16, 20186, rather than on July 15.
Despite the Committee’s correction of any filing issue within hours of the deadline, Complainant
nevertheless makes sweeping allegations that the Committee purposely flaunted the law and was
unwilling to comply with it.

In reality, the Committee transmitted its Quarterly report electronically to the FEC for
filing on July 15, 2016. However, inadvertently, the report was erroneously designated as a Q1
April Quarterly Report. Due to that error, the Committee received an immediate reply email
from the FEC dated July 15, 2016 informing it that processing was not possible **...because an
incorrect ending coverage date of 6/30/2016 was used....” (See Attachment 1.) The Committee
acted immediately to correct the error by checking the appropriate box for the July Quarterly
Report and transmitting the report for filing with the FEC, The Committee received a response
that the Form was “successfully transmitted,” and therefore believed the July Quarterly was
timely filed and on the public record as of July 15, (See Attachment 2 consisting of a copy of a
screen shot generated by NGP, which is an FEC approved vendor.)

However, on July 16, the Committee realized that its report had indeed not appeared on
the public record. The Committee immediately began making attempts to file the report, but
these were rejected several times. The Committee retained some of screen shots of its repeated
attempts to file the report. (See Attachment 3. Note that the committee also received additional
screen shots matching that in Attachment 2,) Finally, the filing was accepted, (Note that the
Committee filed a Form 99 explaining the problems it encountered regarding its July Quarterly
Report.)




Respondent believes that the situation demonstrates that it used best efforts to file in a
timely manner. (See 11 C.F.R. § 111.35(b)(3)). The Committee indeed assumed that its report
was filed when it received a message indicating filing was “successfully transmitted,” and
reasonably relied on that notification as indication that its report was available on the public
record. Upon discovering that its July Quarterly report had not been transmitted, Respondent
immediately took steps to correct the situation and filed within 24 hours of the filing deadline.
(See 11 C.F.R. § 111.35(b)(3)(ii)). Further, Respondent has timely filed all other FEC reports in
this cycle. _ :

The above outlined factual record demonstrates that Respondent: 1) intended to file on
time; 2) attempted to file on time; 3) immediately addressed the situation when it realized the
report was not on the public record; and 4) corrected the situation by filing within 24 hours of the
due date. Further, the Committee has instituted new procedures to ensure future timely filing, to
include avoiding reliance on a vendor transmission message and considering a report to be filed
only when it receives the "FEC Financial Disclosure Filing Acknowledgement" email from the
FEC acknowledging the receipt and acceptance of its electronic filing via the DISCLOSE
protocol,

Given the minimal delay in filing and the Committee’s attempt to take immediate
corrective action, we respectfully request that the Commission dismiss this complaint and take
no action in this matter, Once again, the Committee will take all necessary steps and institute
corrective measures to avoid late filing in the future.

Sincerely,

Lyn Utrecht
Greg Holger
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From: <nbreply:efiling@féé.g6v>
Date: Fri, Jul 15, 2016 at 11:01 PM -
Subject: FEC Electronic Filing Resuits
To:

DISCLOSE -- FEC Electronic Filng System Notice - FILING COULD NOT BE PROCESSED|

"This Is to Inform you of the fallure of your electronic filing via the DISCLOSE protocol.

Your filing was received at 2016-07-15 23:01:57.

Thank you for using DISCLOSE.

Do not reply to this natice. it Is sent from an unattended account that cannot recelve email.
Your fillng could not be processed for the follow|n§ reasons:

The Q1 report from C00521781 filed on 07/15/2016, could not be processed because an incorrect
ending coverage date 0_6/30/2016 was used for this report.

Please file the report with the correct ending coverage date or contact your campaign finance analyst
for assistance at (202) 694-1130 or
(800)424-9530 extension 1130.
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